
 

2021 Ski Mountaineering World Cup COVID-19 plan 
 
This protection plan applies to everyone present during the Ski Mountaineering World Cup from 
January 27th to 31st, 2021 in Verbier and Bruson, as per the attached plans. 
 
The event has two categories: one professional (World Cup) and the other for young athletes (Youth 
Cup) from 16 to 18 years old. There will be no amateur competition during this event. The event is 
officially supported by the ISMF, who will manage registrations. There will be no on-site registration. 
Registration must be completed via the website www.verbier2021.ch. Departures will be subject to 
current FIS standards and will comply with COVID-19 regulations in effect at the time of the event. 
 
The number of participants will depend on the evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic and on each 
individual nation’s ability to enter Switzerland at the time of the event. In the best-case scenario, 
there will be 250 participants and 100 volunteers, which translates to approximately 500 people over 
the length of the two-day event. 
 
There will be no spectators. That said, parts of the event will take place on the Verbier and Bruson ski 
slopes. People participating in resort activities in proximity to the event will be required to comply 
with rules imposed by the resorts’ lift companies. 
 
The number of media professionals, cameramen, journalists, etc., is limited to 50 people. 
 
The event organising committee has delegated Eddy Gay (committee member) as the person 
responsible for implementing this protection plan. 
 
In general, anyone connected to this event (teams, organisers, technicians, service providers, etc.) 
must comply with the following requirements. 
 
All provisions of the COVID-19 ordinance on measures to combat the coronavirus epidemic apply. 
Any person may implement additional measures. 
 
This protection plan is valid for the duration of the event. 
 
Any cantonal or federal provisions as well as those of the FIS and ISMF (if they differ) will prevail. 
 
Basic Rules 
 
This protection concept should ensure that the following requirements are met. 
Sufficient and appropriate measures will be provided so that each of these requirements can be met. 
 
People present on event sites must wear masks at all times. This includes, but is not limited to, 
volunteers, officials, participants and racers (except during sports activity). 
 
Infrastructures used by the event will be regularly disinfected: in particular, restrooms, door handles, 
stair handrails, etc. This shall be done before, during, and after use of the premises. 



 
Equipment used for the event will be handled exclusively with protective gloves and all equipment 
will be disinfected before and after races. 
 
Closed bins will be placed strategically at each zone exit in order to collect masks and other waste 
items. People responsible for handling these bins will be equipped according to COVID-19 rules. 
 
People experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 will be asked not to attend the event. 
 
Volunteers will receive specific instructions for maintaining health and safety regulations. Volunteers 
will be provided with the protective equipment necessary to carry out their allotted tasks, depending 
on their location and function, in compliance with safety measures in effect at the time of the event: 
namely, mask, gloves, gown, and hydroalcoholic gel. 
 
Event Breakdown : 
 
Programme (details at www.verbier2021.ch) 
 
FRIDAY 29.01.2021 - VERTICAL RACE (World Cup) 
 
SUNDAY 31.01.2021 - INDIVIDUAL RACE and YOUTH CUP (World Cup) 
 
Measure 1 Registration 
 
Participation in the event will be by prior registration only, thus providing contact tracing details for 
every participant. Personal lift passes will be issued for the duration of the event, allowing people’s 
precise movements to be retraced if necessary. 
 
Racers will travel between their hotel and race start and arrival points under the responsibility of 
their federations. They will respect rules imposed by the FIS and the ISMF. 
 
Measure 2 Races 
 
Race starts will be organised according to FIS and ISMF requirements, in compliance with health and 
safety regulations in effect at the time of the event. 
 
A restricted-access equipment area for the distribution of masks and hydroalcoholic gel will be set up 
for racers and event staff. Each post will be considered as a specific zone, with no more than 10 
volunteers and contact tracing of the volunteers. Start and finish areas will feature safe distance 
indicators. 
 
At the start of each race, racers’ temperatures will be taken, in accordance with FIS and ISMF 
requirements. 
 
Safe distances will be imposed along the race routes. Official posters, current at the time of the 
event, will be placed along the route to encourage people to respect the rules of social distancing. 
The volunteers assigned to racer checkpoints will ensure that these rules are respected throughout 
the duration of the competition. 



 
Refreshments will be provided along the route by the team coaches. Racers will not be allowed to 
gather at these points. Racers will not stop for their own personal supply. 
 
No sale of food or drink will be allowed within the event venue. 
 
Measure 3 Arrivals 
 
At the end of each race, racers will again be under the responsibility of their federations. No contact 
will be allowed between racers. A corridor will be set up so that racers can transit directly to their 
staff, in order to avoid any large groups. 
 
Each team will have a designated area, equipped with the protective equipment necessary to comply 
with regulations in effect at the time of the event. Teams will be directed to return to their hotels as 
quickly as possible so as not to stay too long in the arrival area. 
 
Measure 4 Award Ceremonies 
 
Award ceremonies can be organised in several ways. Depending on how the situation progresses, 
they may not take place at all. If the conditions are favorable, an official award ceremony will be 
organised in accordance with COVID-19 regulations in effect at the time of the event. 
 
Measure 5 Post event follow-up  
 
After the event, in accordance with OCVS (Cantonal Rescue Organisation for Valais), FIS, and ISMF 
guidelines, the organisers commit to following up on each person, volunteers and participants 
included, during the COVID-19 transmission period. 
 
This follow-up will include every person present at the event: namely, staff, participants, volunteers 
and organisers, and will be carried out according to OCVS regulations. Individuals will be notified in 
advance that their contact details will be transmitted to the cantonal authorities. 
 
Data will be collected scrupulously according to the table below: 
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Contact person 
 
The following person is the designated contact for any questions or problems relating to this 
protection plan. This person will be available from 7:00 am to 10:00 pm for the duration of the event 
and for the 14 days following the event. 
 
Eddy Gay  
rue du Centre Sportif 50  
1936 Verbier  
eddy.gay@bluewin.ch  
securite@bagnes.ch       
0041 79 108 34 09 


